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attention..Edom and Jacob came to the house, asking what Dr. Chan had said, and Agnes lied to them. "There are some test results we won't have until Monday, but he
thinks Barty is going to be all right.".After arranging to have the gallery deliver his acquisition, Junior stopped in a nearby diner for lunch. The place specialized in superb
heartland food: meat loaf, fried chicken, macaroni and cheese..Returning to his apartment, Edom had to pass under the limbs of the majestically crowned oak that
dominated the deep yard between the house and the garage..He was in a mood to shoot her, but this weapon was not fitted with a sound-suppressor. He'd left that gun in
Celestina's bedroom. This was the pistol that he had taken from Frieda Bliss's collection, and it was as full of sound as Frieda had been full of spew..On the other hand, one
needed to believe in something. Junior didn't clutter his mind with superstitious nonsense or allow himself to be constrained by the views of bourgeois society or by its smug
concepts of right and wrong, good and evil. From Zedd, he'd learned that he was the sole master of his universe. Self-realization through self-esteem was his doctrine; total
freedom and guiltless pleasure were the rewards of faithful adherence to his principles. What he believed in-the only thing he believed in-was Junior Cain, and in this he
was a fiercely passionate believer, devout unto himself Consequently, as Caesar Zedd explained, when any man was clearheaded enough to cast off all the false.This time
he didn't flip the quarter straight into the air. He tipped his hand, and with his thumb, he shot the coin toward Agnes..As the storm failed to dampen Joey, so the rotating
red-and-white beacons on the surrounding police vehicles did not touch him. The.Every time Junior glanced back, Vanadium was following his wake through the throng.
Stocky but almost gliding. Grim and grimmer. Hideous. And closer..The owner's attitude softened somewhat with Junior's reference to the quarter, and softened even further
when together they returned to the counter to see the proof in the cheese. He went from righteous anger to abject apology..Atop the dead woman, Vanadium's leather ID
holder ignited. The identification card would bum, but the badge was not likely to melt. The police would also identify the revolver..MONDAY MORNING, January 17,
Agnes's lawyer, Vinnie Lincoln, came to the house with Joey's will and other papers requiring attention..He briefly closed his hand around the three coins, then with a snap
of his wrist, flung them at Nolly, who flinched. But either the coins were never flung or they vanished in midair-and his hand was empty..Paul sat by himself, at the far end of
the restaurant from them. He ordered orange juice and waffles..Lientery's work met the criteria of great art, about which Junior had learned in art-appreciation courses. It
undermined his sense of reality, left him wary, filled him with angst and with loathing for the human condition, and made him wish he hadn't just eaten dinner..He bolted up
from the sofa, saying too loudly, "Canned hams," but at once he realized this made no sense, none, zip, so he searched desperately for something coherent to
say--"Potatoes, corn chips"--which was equally ridiculous. Now Obadiah was staring at him with that concerned alarm you saw on the faces of people watching an epileptic
in an uncontrolled fit, so Edom plunged across the living room as though he were falling off a ladder, toward the front door, struggling to explain himself as he went: "We've
brought some, there are some, I'll get some,.Some listings didn't include first names, only initials. Every time he came across the initial B, he put a red heck mark beside it
with a fine point felt-tip pen..The next thing he knew, he was at the kitchen sink, turning off the water, which he couldn't remember having turned on. He appeared to have
washed the bloody candlestick-it was clean-but he had no recollection of this bit of housekeeping..The weather was good, so he went for a walk, though he crossed the
street repeatedly to avoid passing newspaper-vending machines..Suitcases seemed to be missing. Some clothes, as well. Could mean a weekend vacation..She stepped
on a broken-off chair leg, lost her balance, and fell backward into the side of the bed..Sudden rain spared her the need to finish the sentence. A few fat drops drew both
their faces to the sky, and even as they rose to their feet, this brief light paradiddle of sprinkles gave way to a serious drumming..The pair of sliding doors at the living-room
archway stood half open. Beyond, voices drew Paul against his will..He bought knives. And then sheaths for the knives. He acquired a knife-sharpening kit and spent the
evening grinding blades..Junior had walked along the big show windows, studying the two White paintings displayed to passersby, appalled by their beauty, when suddenly
the door had opened and a gallery employee had invited him to come in. No printed invitation needed, no cool test to pass, no bouncers keeping the gate. Such easy
accessibility served as proof, if you needed it, that this was not real art.
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